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FEATURED

From dump to dance hall

By E.I. Hillin, Staff Writer, e.hillin@sonomawest.com Jan 30, 2018

For almost 40 years, a local dance hall has served as a place for people to let loose and leave
their troubles behind.

“I see us as stewards of this hall,” said Lucy Whitworth, Wischemann Hall coordinator.

With the rise in popularity of square dancing in the 1970s, a local group of dancers formed a
club called the Saucy Squares. The group needed a permanent place to meet, but couldn’t
find a space to call its own. The city offered a location at 465 Morris St., the former city
dump, to build a dance hall for the community.

From the beginning, Wischemann Hall has been in the hands of the people whom it served.
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DANCE LEGACY – Lucy Whitworth, Wischemann Hall coordinator, said people
come in search of fellowship in the community and to take their mind off all that’s
happening in the world.
Photo E.I. Hillin
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Construction of Wischemann Hall began in June 1978. The facility was built completely
with volunteer labor and fundraising from members of the community and the Saucy
Squares. Much of the wood and material used was from the vacant Camp Fire Girls hut,
including a steel fireplace insert and the gusset plates that support the rafters inside the hall.

Local businesses also donated materials to bring the building to life and the oak dance floor
was funded by rummage sales. The building was later dedicated by the city and a grand
opening was held in 1981.

In 2007 another group looking for a place to dance found its way to Wischemann Hall. A
collection of gay and straight square dancers wanted a safe space for same-sex couples, too.
The Redwood Rainbows eventually took over the legacy of the Saucy Squares. Once again
the hall served the community as a welcoming social place for anyone who wanted to learn
to dance.

Nancy Moorhead has been dancing with the Redwood Rainbows for more than 10 years.
She said she never thought square dancing would be fun, but admits she was wrong.

“It’s terrific exercise, especially mentally,” Moorhead said. “You can’t stop and think, you
have to hear it and do it.”

With 4,000 different “calls” or moves being announced, square dancing can be fast-paced
and the dancers must stay mentally aware. Partners must listen for the next call and make
the shift as they go.

Whitworth said there are more than just dance moves gained at the hall. Social interaction
and the feeling of love is a gift the dancers also receive. In traditional square dancing a
“thank you” is offered. Whitworth said, the Redwood Rainbows instead offer a “thank you”
and a hug.

“For all of us being able to touch one another is so important,” she said. “In an hour and a
half you get 28 hugs.”

Today over 100 people come to the hall to dance in a variety of genres. Whitworth said
individuals can join in whether they have a dance partner or not.

When the Redwood Rainbows took over the hall it was in need of updates and renovations
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required to bring it up to city code. Whitworth said more than $124,000 has been raised to
help with the cost.

The largest portion of the renovations was done it 2017. Updates on the hall include new
bathrooms, a front porch, a new walking ramp, a repaved parking lot, and a memorial
garden for the beloved Redwood Rainbow, Kathie Noguchi, who died in December.

Whitworth said the hall will host an open house in the spring.  Information on dance classes
and Wischemann Hall events can be found at Wischemannhall.com.
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